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What is Territorial 

Cooperation?



Interreg programmes are 
aiming at promoting economic, 
social and territorial 
development 
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Interreg programmes
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• support cooperation 
between stakeholders 
across borders

• aim at tackling common 
challenges 

• look for shared solutions

• brings benefit for the whole 
territory

• builds networks and 
exchange experiences

• where cooperation happens 
(internal/external EU borders)

• how many countries are 
involved in cooperation

• level of addressing needs 
(local, regional, transnational)  

• aim of cooperation

Similarities Differences 



Interreg in numbers
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Investment priorities for Interreg 
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European Neighborhood Instrument main 
objectives

Safety and 
security
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…

Integration 
and access  
to internal 

market

Human rights 
and 

freedoms, 
good 

governance 

Cooperation 

Public health 

Environmental 
protection, 

climate action

Migration 
and mobility

Capacity 
building in 

science and 
education



Why to work across boarders?
Few but good reasons!



I Common strategic frameworks and 
existing cooperation networks
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• Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth

• European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region  

• Arctic Council 

• Northern Dimension

• Barents Cooperation

• …



II Shared territory
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III Similar thematic areas 
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Thematic

Programme

Research & 

innovation 

SMEs 

competitiveness 

Environment,

resource 

efficiency 

Transport

Nord   

Northern Periphery 

and Arctic

  

Botnia-Atlantica    

Kolarctic   



IV Potential for projects and partners: 
learning from experience
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KEEP
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• Knowledge management tool including database, website, search 
engine

• Available in www.keep.eu

• The only source of aggregated information of projects and 
beneficiaries in territorial cooperation/Interreg

• Currently encloses almost 18.000 projects

• Covers the 2000-2006, 2007-2013 programming periods and also 
2014-2020 period

• All data is exportable to excel for further use

http://www.keep.eu/


those of European interest;

• (b) promoting business investment in R&I, developing 

links and synergies between enterprises, research and 

development centres and the higher education sector, in 

particular promoting investment in product and service 

development, technology transfer, social innovation, eco-

innovation, public service applications, demand 

stimulation, networking, clusters and open innovation 

through smart specialisation, and supporting 

technological and applied research, pilot lines, early 

product validation actions, advanced manufacturing 

capabilities and first production, in particular in key 

enabling technologies and diffusion of general purpose 

technologies;

•(2) enhancing access to, and use and quality of, ICT by:

• (a) extending broadband deployment and the roll-out of 

high-speed networks and supporting the adoption of 

emerging technologies and networks for the digital 

economy;

• (b) developing ICT products and services, e-commerce, 

and enhancing demand for ICT;

• (c) strengthening ICT applications for e-government, e-

learning, e-inclusion, e-culture and e-health;

•(3) enhancing the competitiveness of SMEs by:

• (a) promoting entrepreneurship, in particular by 

facilitating the economic exploitation of new ideas and 

fostering the creation of new firms, including through 

business incubators;

• (b) developing and implementing new business models 

for SMEs, in particular with regard to 

internationalisation;

• (c) supporting the creation and the extension of 

advanced capacities for product and service 

development;

• (d) supporting the capacity of SMEs to grow in regional, 

national and international markets, and to engage in 

innovation processes;

•(4) supporting the shift towards a low-carbon economy in all 

sectors by:

• Agriculture

and fisheries

and forestry.

• Climate

change and 

biodiversity

• Clustering 

and economic

cooperation

• Community

integration

and common

identity

• Construction 

and 

renovation

• Cooperation

between

emergency

services

• Costal

management 

and maritime

issues

• Cultural

heritage and 

arts

• Demographic

change and 

immigration

• Education

and training

• Energy 

efficiency

• Evaluation 

systems and 

results

• Governance, 

partnership

• Green 

technologies

• Health and 

social

services

• ICT and digital

society

• Improving

transport 

connections

• Infrastructure

• Innovation 

capacity and 

awareness-

raising

• Institutional

cooperation

and 

cooperation

networks

• Knowledge 

and 

technology

transfer

• Labour 

market and 

employment

• Logistics and 

freight

transport

• Managing

natural and 

man-made 

threats, risk

management

• Multimodal

transport

• New products 

and services

• Regional

planning and 

development

• Renewable

energy

• Rural and 

peripheral

development

• Safety

• Scientific

cooperation

• SME and 

entrepreneur

ship

• Social

inclusion and 

equal

opportunities

• Soil and air 

quality

• Sustainable

management 

of natural

resources

• Tourism

• Traditional

energy

• Transport and 

mobility

• Urban 

development

• Waste and 

pollution

• Water

management

• Waterways, 

lakes and 

rivers

Projects

Partners

Ongoing
Closed

42 thematics

Include / only MRS / which ones

11 thematic

objectives / 

45 investment

priorities

5+ types of 

programmes

3 programming periods

Dozens of countries

Hundreds of regions

199 programmes

Dozens of fields per project



V Interlinking projects: learning from each 
other
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V Interlinking projects: learning from each 
other

• Worked on locally relevant 
climate change vulnerability 
scenarios, identifying impacts

• Development of either stand 
alone community climate 
change adaptation strategies, 
or adaptation strategies that 
are integrated with mitigation, 
energy or tourism strategies

• 12 adaptation demonstration 
projects were implemented…

Clim-ATIC 
(2007-2011, Northern Periphery)

Northern network climate 
change (2010-2013, Nord)

CoastAdapt
(2008-2011, Northern Periphery)

• Brought together local and 
regional actors to tackle: 
population growth, 
sustainable use of natural 
resources and preserving  
Sámi cultural heritage in a 
changing climate

• Aiming at transferring 
scientific results into practice 
and improving cooperation 
between research institutions, 
municipalities, businesses 
and other stakeholders. 

• Developed local variety of new 
and specific tools (guides, 
tutorials, templates, ‘what-if’ 
scenario tool)…

• Aimed at safeguarding people 
living in North Atlantic coastal 
communities and help them 
to adapt to the impacts of 
climate change. 

• 5 pilot study sites were 
identified to determine the 
issues experienced by local 
communities. 

• The CoastAdapt Adaption 
toolkit was developed, 
handbook was written, 
workshops organised…



V Interlinking projects: learning from each 
other



What are benefits if you work 
together?



Greater impact and combined efforts
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Inter-programme capacity and competence and Interreg Monitoring/Steering Committee 

members and National Coordinators, Interact, 2017



Benefits 
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• Building synergies and complementarities

• Avoiding thematic/ territorial overlaps and 
duplications 

• Showing collective contribution of Interreg 
programmes 

• Accumulating impact of cooperation 
within the territory 

• Exchanging thematic experiences and 
practices, learning from others

• Getting new ideas, creating new practices



Benefits 
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• Working for greater impact - even policy 
change

• Interlinking projects more, developing 
‘project chains’

• Ensuring higher value for money

• Increasing visibility for projects

• Getting new contacts 

• Expanding interaction not only among 
cooperation programmes



How to work together?
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• Establishing thematic project clusters

• Organising thematic networks 
(exchanging on the state of play, visions, 
sharing achievements, etc.) 

• Joining existing frameworks, networks, 
meetings (also macro-regional)

• Doing joint events for projects e.g. on 
thematic capitalisation 

• Analysing results of the projects available 
in KEEP

• …

http://www.keep.eu/keep/


Who can support you in working 
together? 
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• Programmes

• Networks

• Frameworks

• Project partnerships

• Stakeholders 

• Coordinators of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region

• Interact (programme level)

• …



If you want to go fast, 
go alone,

If you want to go far, 
go together!

- African proverb-
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Cooperation works
www.interact-eu.net


